
vl'IDERSTA~Dn'iG REGARDfNG THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF ,~,SECPiliTARIAT FOR Cl"~v·rRONMENTAL MATTERS UNUER

THE DOMrNTCAN' REP1J8UC - CENTV,L. AMERlCA .- :':WTED STA TE5
FREE TRADE A\rRF.FM.f::~n

February 18,2005

The Co-ve:mmeiil.~ (If ihe Republic cf Costa Rica. the Dominican Republic, the Republic
ofEl SalvCldor. the Republic of GU::Jt.::mala, the Rcpubli·c; ufHonduras. tll,:: Republic of
Nicaragua. and the United States Qf Ameriea C"FTA Government!!") have Te3chcd the f'lllowing
understandings regarding the implements.[ion of Articles l7.7 (Submissions on Enforcement
Malters) and 17.0 (fa~tU2.1Records and Related Cooperation) of Chapter Seventeen
(Environment) of the UOmlfllc:arl Republic - Cenual ....\merica - United States Free Trade
Agreement signed on Au~usL3,2004 ("tbe Agreemen("):

1. The ITA Govern.T11l':nts sh31l Terl'.l~5!the S!:cret:J.ri:lt for Ce<lt•.u Amcrican
Economic Integration ("SfECA") to establish a new unit within SIF;CA t(l ser"'~ El!! th~
"secretariat or other appropriate body" referred to in Article 17.7. t of the Agrcement and
to undertake the fUllctiou!l sd out in Articles \'1.7 and 17.& of the AgrecmenLI

2. On cons~nt ofSIECA 10 :;tlC;h 0. rc,<jUl::;t, tile FTA Governments, through an
appropriate Brr3Ilgemeot or agreement with SlECA, shall ~I::lbJbh ·.VClrking
arrangements. including, 3S appropriate, procedures and guidelines, under which lhp. l'nit
shall opernte,' which shall provide, among other things. that:

(.1) TIll: Environmental AlTuir!! Council ("thl: Councu") established under
Mid.:- 11.5 of the Agr::emCllt altall appoint a G(:n~lal Coordinator awJ
permanent (JrtJfi:s~iQnal staff ofth-:- unit. The uni[ :Jb::Jlbe: ofappropriatc
9izc and comprise persons with relevant expertise in environmenml\;Iw
and its enforcement, including regional expertise, and having a
dCllIon.:;trated. record 0 [ gCXld judgment and objectivity;

(b) The unit shall function ~s all illl1c:pcndc:nl entity •••..ithin S!ECA. and shall
h~vf'".~pprorrillt-: ~nvin1nrn!;':rrtalllnd rce;iQn;t1 experti::c;

(c) The unit sbnl! be under the sole direction and supervision of the Council,
and shaH perform only those functions set QuI in Articles 17.1 and 17.8 of
lhe A!!-n:t.:m~nt;

(d) The Council ~h311e$t:lblbh :J ro~lcr of cnvironmcno! r.'xpcI1s, ":ijmprisil1g
persons wiili a demon~trared record of eood jtldgme:nt, 0bjectj'.'ity, ;md
environmental e.'<pertise. including regional expertise, from which the unit
shall selecl, as appropriate, according to procrourcs established b.ythe
Council, individuals to assisl lhe wlit, undcr il"; direction, with the
preparlltion of r:lctuul records pursuanc to Article 17.8 of tht: Agrecmcn~

The FTA GovemmenLS shall also rosure that an)' recommendations by Ule Council under Article 17.8.& of
lirc ';Z;rt:~m"nr shaii be lifllilo(i (0 matters in the eorHe~,;t01 pOlcntill1 ~nvironmcnllli cOOperJtlUn.

Through II decision oClhc Council. based upon ;I s~ci[ic rcqucsL eovemm"nt< nnd/or ~I~v~nt
organizations may share Td~v;mt c~pc:riellces ~nd c:"pen:ise concerning the admini:;tration of procedurE'S as set forth
in Artie!..:, 1/.7 ~II.:J 17.3 or tI.e Agreemcnt.
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(e) The Gem:.r ••1C.j(HJill~{ur und unit staff U1cnJbe~ shall nOl receive
;nstrlJl::tions from any gO':eroment, or from anyauthorilJ uLhc:::r!ban the
CCluncil. and will report solely tn the: C-(ll.tnc:.i!; and

(l) The Council shall establish appropriate provisions for the protection and
1l0n-di5c!QSUre of confidential Lni'ocmatlon recEived from submitters and

3. Each FTA Government shall make e\'ery reasonable dfcrt to pro·tide informotion
in a timely mnnncr Lo the LlOit sufficient to enable it to perfonn its functions under
Articles 17.7 and 17.8 of the Agreement. subject to the provisions established pursu!U11 to
pilJ·ag.raph 2(0 aOOv.;.

This undersll'lnding ~1lil.1!enrer into fOl":e or. !he: d.:'.te of e:1trj' into fo.\:c of tl.iC Al:fecIlH:lll.

FOR THE GOVERNM£NTOFTHE lJNITEDSTATE~ OF AMERICA'
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